Zoli: A Novel

A unique love story, a tale of loss, a
parable of Europe, this haunting novel is an
examination of intimacy and betrayal in a
community rarely captured so vibrantly in
contemporary literature. Zoli Novotna, a
young woman raised in the traveling Gypsy
tradition, is a poet by accident as much as
desire. As 1930s fascism spreads over
Czechoslovakia, Zoli and her grandfather
flee to join a clan of fellow Romani
harpists. Sharpened by the world of books,
which is often frowned upon in the Romani
tradition, Zoli becomes the poster girl for a
brave new world. As she shapes the ancient
songs to her times, she finds her gift
embraced by the Gypsy people and savored
by a young English expatriate, Stephen
Swann. But Zoli soon finds that when she
falls she cannot fall halfwayneither in love
nor in politics. While Zolis fame and poetic
skills deepen, the ruling Communists begin
to use her for their own favor. Cast out
from her family, Zoli abandons her past to
journey to the West, in a novel that spans
the 20th century and travels the breadth of
Europe.Colum McCann, acclaimed author
of Dancer and This Side of Brightness, has
created a sensuous novel about exile,
belonging and survival, based loosely on
the true story of the Romani poet Papsuza.
It spans the twentieth century and travels
the breadth of Europe. In the tradition of
Steinbeck, Coetzee, and Ondaatje, McCann
finds the art inherent in social and political
history, while vividly depicting how far
one gifted woman must journey to find
where she belongs.From the Hardcover
edition.

Colum McCanns previous novels have vividly demonstrated his ability to delve into the obscure corners of history and
emerge with compelling and memorable. ZOLI by Colum McCann GET WEEKLY BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS:
Zoli is discovered by a poet, Stransky, and his English apprenticeSo Zoli Novotna, a Slovakian Roma (gypsies, as they
are known to enemies and those ignorant of their unique culture), reminisces about the cycles of her life asEditorial
Reviews. From Publishers Weekly. In his bittersweet fourth novel, McCann chronicles the imperiled world of the
Slovakian Roma (Gypsies, to theirA unique love story, a tale of loss, a parable of Europe, this haunting novel is an
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examination of intimacy and betrayal in a community rarely captured so vibrantlyZoli Book Summary and Study Guide
Detailed plot synopsis reviews of Zoli Marienka Novotna, better known as Zoli, is a Gypsy girl born in the late 1920s in
Zoli by Colum McCann 352pp, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, ?10.99 . I dont know if Henry James would have approved of
this novel Zoli certainly From the National Book Awardwinning author of Let the Great World Spin, this haunting
novel is an examination of intimacy and betrayal in a In Zoli, a novel about the Gypsies of Eastern Europe, Colum
McCann imagines a deeper, darker watchword for this immemorially wanderingZoli has 2971 ratings and 402 reviews.
Michael said: A beautiful and harrowing novel by one of my favorite contemporary American authors. It traces the From
the National Book Award-winning author of Let the Great World Spin, this haunting novel is an examination of
intimacy and betrayal in a community rarelyThings in life have no real beginning, though our stories about them always
do, says Zoli Novotna as she recounts her days growing up as a Gypsy in Slovakia Zoli Novotna, a young woman raised
in the traveling Gypsy tradition, is a Zoli abandons her past to journey to the West, in a novel that spans
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